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A great Indian Chief:

Garakontie By'his name .

That great Chief has been among the o0ld Iroquoie in general a..

life-copy of Saint Etienne of Hungary among his people, or another

Witikind for the old Saxone: in England.

Garakontie, by hie religious bent, even while etill & pagan,
wag alwaye in all his public acts taking Chrict's

the Blackrobeeg into
great account...but sepecially go after hiz formal acception of the

Religion preached by

Paith. Then hig, fidelity to God's service, the courage and decisim
of purpose he put up in professing conetantly and openly his faith

befor* the large pagan puhlic imbued with a hereditary gtupid idolat-

oy worthy
ric Pelief...wedy such ¥R Persounsgee as to meke bf him & real champim

and & Confegsor of the Faith, with but lecs the t¥ffe of Martyr to be
& Saint,...

Now what we decire to tell of him in particular is eompri-
zed in theée two., ~10omentous dates of his 1life, namely hie baptiem and

gaintly death....
Garakontie'Baptism

Garakonﬁie‘s Baptiem took place in 1670, at Quebec, where he

had come in guality of chief of the five Iroquois Nationgs to seltle &
serious aiIrriculty between one lroquois tribe &nd the Algonguing @rising

from grievous reciprocal acte of hostility toward each other...By his

By his ef-
ficacious influence and politiecs of peace, the difficulty weas dettled in:

& golemn counéil under the presidency of the Governor of New-France--&

settlement by which war was averted and peace restored. |

Now, after working as peace-maker for his fellow-men,Garakontie

“tho ah ¢ w definitivelv =
thought he should now definitively aet as peace-maker for himself in

achieving his peace'with God by being baptized.

For years already that important affair of his soutr had been the

great eoncern of hig life, and along with that fixed purpose of his

2t
had been Garakontie's.................................
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congtant effort to prepare himelf in view to that momentous gtep that
gives a man's NiPe ite true orientation...His lenghty preparation toge~
ther with the eargernese with which the great Iroquois Chief set himself
to it, wags a % jag to his information on things of the Pdith:
being in every point as could be degired--as also it proved good on test.
Ag to hig dispositions of Soul, his conduet being for & long time alrea-
dy that of a true Chrigtian.animated with an ardent and militant faith,
congtituted a loud testimonyin favour cof onr sepirant...

Mgr de Lavelthe first Bighop of Quebec, informed of all the-
se gualificationdand achievements, not only granted hﬁm the faver, but
degsired to be himegelf the vperformdr of the ceremony in token of his est-

g for thieg great and remarkable Indian...The French Governor for his
part volunteered to be sponeor unto him in recognition of the many sign-
vag services he had rendered to the‘Frenc» by his quiticg of pesee e&f
peaee and beneficient diplomacy resulting in the déliverance of many &
French captive whom he sent back to liberty after after rescuing them
from the'¥ire tegt at the hande of the Iroquoieg their captorg....

Oh the occasion of hie baptisy the Cathedral of Que bec was thron-
with people
ged\like on great religioug solemnities, Beside the Frenchm,most of the
of Canada {
Indian Hatione,were represented...Hurons, Algonquine, Ottawaie, ,ohigans
ete, and numbers of Iroquois of the five gations,,,,
Let ue revive mentally the imposing religious scene unfolding
iteelf like & film of our Modern Cinemas before the gyes of the large °
}mblic in attendance...
Garakontie, vested with all the marke of hig dignity, now
gstands in the porch of the church where the initial ceremony takes place
As the officiating Pontiff invited him ih by bronoancing the latin words
of the Ritual:-%Intra in Templum Dominie-+-" Enter in the Temple of the
Lord, that thou mayeé*have thy ehare with Chriset into Life Eternal--Qur

cbravely the
future Christian crosged'theeshold of the Sacred REdifice, and started
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following the Bichop and cortege--the accompaying Clergy and acol-
ytes. The large throng of people attending in the front of the Church
entered benlnthim and pouring in filled the pewk.,,Neanwhile the
rubrical cortege proceeded on through the central aliéy, moving
along glowly to give the Tathecumen enough time to make hig profes-
ion of F'ith by reciting fthe the Apostlee'Creed, whicg%%id in pron-
ouncing every Article in & clear and distinct voice.

Having arrived at the altarrail, where the €eremony continued
ol

ite develpement, . there, Garakontie now on hig kneesg the feet of the

Pdﬁfiff.followws with & marked attention all the pointes @f the Sacred

time
Ritee, answering gn ' ..required the rubrical questiong yitn

& preseri-

ce 0f mind énd good scense worthy of one in posecession of best education
and mental discipline. After the ordinary unctions were made--one --
e®e¢ upon his ruddy chest preliminary let" bare,the other between shul-
ders, with the Boly 0il of Cathecumens , the time had arrived for the
last question imposed by the Ritual to the Aspirant: "Willest thou be
baptized...%)The gingle word: "I will" wae not sufficient for him to
exprese his eagerness, he wanted to emphasize it by a&dding: "It ie

over three years already @inco Isam inploring Heaven for that @racel.
presently tthIroquoi<‘”hiF{ - Lo TE 4
1 e A R R A s %hrew back hig rugged featured Head @nd the -

Waters . of - Grace fiowing on hie forehead effeectively ranked him among the
@hildren of God...
In presence of this graceful scene one would rgﬁily recall
to memory~~. that half barbarien Hero, --the great Clovis, the powerfll
king of the antiqueg PFranks, bowing in.like manner hig elate head
&t the feet of the Great Pontiff--St Remi--~undergoing the game. Rites
in the Cathedral of R&ime, France...

On rising from his kneesg, Garakontie's first act as a Chris-
tian was to thank with deep-felt accente, #me the Tord Bishop for
_ havihé, throdgh- the m&diam .»0f the Sserament jusgt conferred opened ontg
him the dgo# of ylie Church 4
; . &t the géme time wgﬁh God' Paradise. Then turning toward the altar,

he made & prostration to Jesue in the Blegged Sacrament,protestiny»~-
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of his firm purpose to serve Him all his life with the fidelity of
a perfect Chrictien.
On quitting “he Cathedral, the New-Christian was led to the
Governor';esidence. There h& also thanked Monsieur de Courcelles for
the honor he had done him in fulfilling the office of Godfather in his
behalf,and for giving him his own name by which to be called asiphrist-
ian in. remembrance of him...

Our Hero's arrival at the Chateau waé:ﬁarke@iﬁ discharge of
cannong of the PFort, accompanied with the 'fii;ng” of the goldiers’
muequetry, dignosed in two lines between wgich he walked to arrive at
the door of the Governor's Palace.

For a conclugion of the memorable day, a MENU wae served at a
splendid banquet sufficiept to recomfort all {he tndian. emp%ﬁnéﬁsﬁachs
agsembled aro&g'the Hero of the day as an escort of honor. During the
repast, & Huron Chief well known to Garakontie,and appointed by him,
!&ﬁ@ég up and with.a golem™voice procﬁ?ﬁed the Chief's new given name,

ag & Chrictian,

in this manner; ¥t is DANIEL who is treating us, whom
we have known up to now by the designation of Garakontie. He hag cd¥o-
ked ue to this banquet to affirm and . take ne g8 vwitnegseg that he has
embraced the Chricstian Faith and that he ie not a child to ever change
hig mind; he elall make openly -a ¢onstaniiprofession of it before the
Tribes of hig Hation. Yoﬁ shali never hear tha Danial garakontie has
ever fail’%o his word which he has just sworn to God." -

This proclaimation was followed by an acclaimation of joy, of

applenseg . and thanksgivings comingforth from all the guests

--Garakontie's Death--
Garakontie'death was & %orthy termination of a life such &8 hige-
marked with the stamp,dfreligion and piety.,.of one truly dying in
the Tord. The following account stands in testimony of it.
"As soon ag striken by the 8icknegs of which he died, the old
Chief ceme to me,"™ wrote Father De Lamberville, and after praying ceaid

to me. 'I am a dead man' and then asked to make his confession, which H

he did with &ll the marks of & veritable Christian. The ®ke-Father °



procured him by bhe aseidulty of hie vieite, &1l the smccours emanating
from hie priesthood. A%t each visit. theceiek 0ld man never failed to
invite the Father to pray with him...saying: "Prions ensemble™, which
he oftentimes 4id while alone. He soon requested that the prayers of
the agonizing be recited. nry felt getrry", wrote Father de Lamberville,
] eouldn't give him Holy Communion in the extremity of his life, on

account of his etomach being so dﬂ?et.""

A good man as he was, Garakontie slsoecwanted othere good; in
this spirit he encouraged his wife to live alwaye a good Chrietian life,
exhorted hig kindred gtill infidels to become converted to the true
Faith. He would not hear of any suggestion from the Pagans trying to
induce him to have the"Jongleurs" (Idian Magicians)perform their incan-
tation over him in an attempt to operate his cure. To all impqrtunities
done him to that effect, he had no other answer but this: "My life is

e in the hande of God; if He deems &E&Q?UgéoQiﬁh&f [ shé6dla now bBe with-
from thie world,kQam gatisfied to go."
Before being too far gone in his gicknegs, the good 0ld Chief

wanted to celebrate,by anticipation,his final parting f£rom this world,

in a solemn banquet, to declare on the threshold of Eternity his lest
w&ishes to the people assembled around him: it wae what they. used.to
call® "festin d'adieu"(farewell banquet) much in usage among Indians
of old. This banquet happened also to be hhe last meal on earth. The
feeble 0ld man made choice o%?fndians, the best eligible in the assem-
bly, to be his epokesmen; thg;;~officioue function®were to tell the old
and the young folks in his name, how he exhorted them all to honor the
Gogérnor'dffﬁé&=Ff&ndéfeM°nEieur de Prontenac, as they would a Father

and how he wanted them to remember that the best consel he left them
wae t&iin perpetual good intelligence with the Miscionaries...At lagt ‘
he conjured them all to become good Christiane ana cuit all Pagan super-
ctition ag he did himeelf. Then turning to the Missionary, Father de &
TLamberville, he added, "Write to Monsieur le Governowr of Quebec,after

friend
swy death, that he hag lost his best among the Iroquoig; moreoverisgupplicate



Mgr. de laval dﬁ@ and all the Missionaries at Quebec to pray to God far
me that my retention in Purgatory may be abreviated...”

The lagt of *the guéste having left the cabin, the dying Chkief
called the PFather c¢loce to him, "We must separate from each other,"
he eaid; ®I am willing since I hope to go to Heaven..." He then
requested the Father to recité the Beade with him, which the Priest
did with some other Christians..After the Prayers for the recommandat-

ion of departing soule, he again callei the Priest to hear from his
lipe his laet word, "Onen wakiheie.™ (Lo' i am dying.) he pre:zently
breathed his last.

it the moment of expiring,a brother of his supporting his
head, Jﬁspered to his ear-: "Courage'! my dear, you are going to
Heaven, you are a good Chrietian, Jesus loveg you. He will tred*&ou

with great marev..."

The embrace of honegty of life and personal celebrity in dex
death; the agsgociation of faithfulnese in the gervice of God and the
merit of a usefui life in behalf of humanity in one passing away
from this world, are by themselves originators of deep and salutary
impressions, ag they are also, by touching the hearts, apt to prov-
oke regrete, sympat% and sorrow...The death of Garakontie, on this
account, haS‘neen deéply felt by all sengitive people among the
Iroquoig. The religious trgnd of his last discourse, allied'with the
great plety of hie personal life, all that joined to the serenity of
his face reflecting a .blesced taint of Heaven, did not fail to go to
the hearts, swelling them to overflow., Under the touch of these inner
gsentimente, the gyes being ready for teare, no wonder, the”, if immed-
iately after his paseing, his vast 1&%e invaded by mourners, resoun-
ded with weepinge and wéilings...

The old Indians were known for being great weeperd over the
mortal remains of their departed, if not always through genuine sgor-

row, they were hé%ver doing so at least for an exterior manifestation



of synpathy, and accomplish a traditional dutyof mere eivility toward
the relatives of the dead person: but in the casge of Garakontie,
tears were gtarting from &:cgenuine source and were self mounting to
the eyee to take their needed issue.

Anmong all the moumners, the most affeéecteddand deeply sorrowful
wag the Missionary who knew better than anyone the the value and the
merit of the man; he realized more keenly the immense los$ weas hie
disappearance from the scgﬁghfg%ythe bnondage Mission, Garskoatie pro-
per town, butralso for all the Misgions scattered in the Iroquois Can-

tong.

Some day hot so very long before his gaintly death' Gerekontie

wag at the Priesf' cabin, nurpocely to talk about certain ' Wisporitions

which he wanted observed after h1= death concerning his body. The first
_thing wag that Ee . oS e P U e
he be given a burial after the manner of the French, without allowance

R

for anything deposited in his grave--such as extra-clothesg, uftensils,

or whatever article put to mie use duringy a§t~SIcknessaghe:Inﬁians“We?e
wont %o do in compliance with their superstitious traditions. Bhein fel..
lowed the request to have a coffin made of four wooden pi#eceg shapad
into boarde to lay his body in. Hies finel request was that a crogs be
erected af the head of hie grave, the gize of whigh guch as to be, pee~
geen fromgpeprtain. '
dlstance §0 that the people viewing itmgy . remember that Gerakontie

wag & chrigtian... Each point as cet @bo®é was scrupulously executed

according to his desire after his death.

Many thinge e%111 remain to be gaid for a complete informat-
ion as to the charater of this remarkable Indian. There are some vart-
icular deede which he accomplished that deserve a gpecial mention ag

& typical exemplification of hig real @atholic sence...



At a banquet which he gave on Chriemass, the last heAspent on
earth, our Hero requested that a large picture of Our Divine Lord be
brought to him, which he took and pinned up before the asgembled
gueetes. After bowing before it three or four times, as the French
used to do before their earthy Sovereigns, he then said: "Behold the
unique Master oI our life. He alone, and not Agriskoe(the pagan god
of the Iroquois)must we adore and invoke. He ig the dispenser of
every man's 1L4@. Our dreams have nothing to do with duration of
our life and the number of our daye.." Afterward, adressing direc=
tly to Jesus, he added: "Jesus! Son of the Virgin, thine beauty "hag
no-~equal on earth! 'mahe ue git qround thee in Heaven..." Theh, dédd-
regging the assembly: "We, who are Christiane, let ue always remem-
berwhat we have promiced Him when we were baptized...

The Chief wae never shy of his title as a Catholic in any
circomstance , in any surroundings whateoever; making his devotioavL
and showing the digtinctive Cathelic marks without false ghame, 2O~
ing aroud, evem traveling with the Prayer-Beads around his neck...

Onee in a trip to New-amstterdam, he caused quite a stir;
happening to enter a Protestant house of prayer during the service,
unaware of hie misteke he walked to the front where he knelt down,
and taking his Beads he began to pray. Annoyed by the stzaightfor-
wardnegsgof the strange fellow and the disturbance he caudled among
the hearers, the Minister gignified to him that he had to retire.

"I have not finished my prayer,"” hw said: are you not all Christiansl
here? I wonder why you would not kneel down for prayeri "

The way he wahted to repair a little mishap which happéned to him
toward the end of hie life, illustrates more his virtue than it did
harm to his goul or damages his.reputation. Once, a few months previous
to his death,while at the Hollenders'Settlement for trading purposes, he
wag caught short of equilibrium in hies walk, cauged by some wine offered

by the officious trader, which he drank, thinkihg that wine had not the



treacheroug virtue ~® enebriate,but htat 3¢  was the ']ipperty of
whigky only... The Chief wae so contrite of this undeliberate act
of hig that ag soon ag he returned he made his confession and agked
publicly pardon for the mkgedification he had caused thereby...as if

he hed been guilty of a foAmal breach to sobriety...

Apart from being & distinguished diplomgt gnd preat chriét&éﬁ;
Garakontie wag also an intellectual an d a remarkable orator; ag such
he elevated himself,in varioug councile ‘Wwhich he presideslﬂﬂqaébgé}jci
to the height of our begt moder?@ratoreééand that from the unique

regource of hig wild nature, without culture nor any learning; that

mahes quite a differance ag to the Meritiis

Ag a gpecimen of the great Iroquois'Chief's eloquence we pro-
duce the following piece extracted from the o0ld French Récords-(Réljons
year-I666-p.7} It is an eulogy of the great Jesuit Missionary~ Simon
Ié&oine, pronounced by our Her?on the occasion of a diplomatic trip he
made to Quebec, the year mentioned above, when on his arrival the news
of Father Lemoine'sg leath wag communicated to him. Right then, under
the sorrowful emotior| of his soul. and after expressing with well adapﬁké
terme his condolence Fo Mongieur de Tracys-Governor of Quebec,Garakontié
began hig famous eafogy of the great Jesuit whose merit and fearless-
neses he had so oftenﬁwitnessed on different trips the Father made ag
sn ambaggador to thgilroquois, when these were stil far from being re-
migse in their hogtilities againet the French... "Ondesonk, (such was the
Ingdian name of the Jbsuit)-Odesonk% hearest thow me?" he broke forth,.
from the dark regioﬁs of death where thou hagt been transportth Is
?iﬁnbt thou who hast?so often been gedng—ewsr-’ .. ~Rver (go)the |

terrible Mohawke, 8o fearlessly expoging thine head to the murd-



erous strokes of their tomahawks , and hact Medd so bold rhere £2 o2
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gtep over blazing pyres ta the very foot of execution~stages to rescue

French captives from the stake... ? Hast thou

e — gy =

not carried peace snd tranquilit\ along thy path whegagver thou hasf
pagseed, and hadet made followers of Christ the peopleé smong whom
thou has¥ . established thy dwelling. We have seen thee seatéd on
our mate and decide on peace and war in our councile; our lodges were
found toonarrow whenever thou hadst entered them, and our villages
lacked of gpace so great was the multitude thy preeence and thy
discourses attracted within their wallg--=-eccc------ « But I am
digturbing thy rest by my untimely &address. Thou hadet taught us

so often that our short existéhce on earth is followed by an eter-
nel life of happiness. Since thou posgessest it né&/what reason have
we to take sorrow for our missing thee? But we weep because by

thy departure we have lost a Father and a Protector; nevertheless

we ghall congole curselves gince thou continuest still to be suech to
ug from the heights of heaven and that thou hast found in thise
dwelling of rest, the infinite Joy of which thou hast so often spoken

to na%.

This freat Indian chief.garakontie, by his life full ofgood
deeds and words, on accoﬁ% of his prestige over hig people,and of his
high eféﬁing ag foremost Chief of the five Natiogs,ﬂlhas been doing ri8
nore for the 1mp1antino and the propagating of the Faith than any Mis-
élonary has been caﬂhble to invidually do among the early Iroquois.

On thie score Garaskontie ig worthy of our respf%(as wellag cur

admiration and hie memory certainly deserves to be kept alive for aat

inspiration to all. )V éﬁ ﬁ,ﬁ :
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